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Opening confirmed!








Dates for your diary:





Sep 12th 2011 – Official hand over of keys to Premises Team





Oct 10th 2011 – Centre open to the public
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The Fit For The Future Programme (FFtF)





COBRIDGE





The Sexual Health Team at NHS Stoke-on-Trent are working with The Cultural Sisters and have contracted 4 experienced artists to deliver arts and health commissions in the new Centre.  A wide range of art forms will be used and the artists will work with staff and service users to design and create art works that are sensitive to all members of the community.





The picture above shows the artists touring the development. Workshops continue with groups such as LGBT, those living with or affected by HIV, young people’s groups, the artists and sexual health staff.














The Department of Health’s Transaction Panel have formally approved the establishment of the Partnership Trust. This means that on September 1st 2011, the new Trust will become an independent organisation and the formal TUPE of staff can continue as originally planned. For further information speak to your line manager or email sexualhealth@stoke.nhs.uk











A Picture of Sexual Health





Cobridge Community Health Centre will be open to the public on 10th October 2011.


The £14m development will incorporate a 2,665 square metre Primary Care Centre and a purpose built 1,668 square metre Sexual Health Unit. Two local GP practices will be brought together with a combined patient list of approximately 8,500.


The practices are Dr. Pathak from Waterloo Road, Cobridge and the Apsley House Surgery. 


The integrated Sexual Health Unit will offer a range of important clinical and counselling facilities including a sexual assault referral centre which will offer support and care to victims of sexual violence.


The new integrated service will improve access to sexual health provision and ensure all patient’s sexual health needs can be met in one place. This centre will provide local people with access to speedy treatment to prevent further spread of infections; at the same time the contraception service will provide tailored advice to assist people in avoiding unplanned pregnancies.





July 2011 		








FFtF is a programme of major changes to health services across Stoke-on-Trent and North Staffordshire, to improve access to care and treatment for local people and make sure patients receive the right care, in the right place and at the right time.





By 2013, Fit for the Future will have introduced the 5 major changes below as GPs, hospital consultants, health specialists and social care providers work closer together.





More support for patients outside of hospital and better access to rehabilitation services 


A joined up service for patients needing more complex care to help them stay well and stable 


New state-of-the-art community facilities at local hospitals, health centres and GP practices providing a bigger range of testing and treatment services 


A better hospital experience for patients through raising standards in processes and care 


A new, ultra modern, single-site City General hospital by July 2012 to treat patients with serious and emergency conditions that need specialist treatment 
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Working groups are currently taking place for all areas of the integration of services for Cobridge. These include an Operational Working Group, Business and Finance, Pharmacy and Workforce.





If you would like any issues raising at any of these meetings, contact you line manager or email sexualhealth@stoke.nhs.uk
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In the next issue of the Cobridge Bulletin – ‘Meet the Premises Team’. If you would like anything featured email us at sexualhealth@stoke.nhs.uk











Everything you need to know about Cobridge Community Health Centre








Consultation regarding the new Centre began in 2007 


Planning permission was granted in October 2009


A turf cutting ceremony was held on the 28th June 2010


The Trust has continued to provide  updates on the progress of development through engagement with all local partners and stakeholders including local councillors, the media and community newsletters


The Centre on Elder Road is designed by healthcare specialists ‘One Creative Environments’


Both buildings are shaped to reflect the local urban landscape with design sympathetic to the Church situated nearby


Both buildings will incorporate a range of environmental features to maximise their efficiency and minimise waste


Facilities will include an on-site pharmacy, chest clinic, x-ray, District Nursing, Health Visiting, School Nursing, Podiatry, Physiotherapy, Speech therapy, Occupational Therapy and Phlebotomy
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And the vision…





The national recommendation, which has been the long term vision of Stoke and North Staffs PCTs, is the development of integrated sexual health services. The Department of Health states,


“There should be a long term shift of sexual health provision so that community delivered services are the norm.” But why?


Research shows that many people would prefer to use non-hospital services


Sexual health services in non-hospital settings promotes and encourage the concept of maintaining good sexual health


Relocating services to lower cost community sites enables better value for money services to be delivered


Most sexual health care does not require the specialist infrastructure found on hospital sites








